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CITY OF EUGENE 
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DECK PACKET 

One and Two Family Dwellings 

This packet of information is designed to make  

getting a permit to build a deck easy. With a bit  

of homework on your part, your deck permits can be  

issued quickly. Using this packet will help you determine  

how large the footings, beams, joists, posts, and ledgers 

need to be; how to build lateral bracing, stairs, and railings;  

and how to fasten all the pieces together.      

 

Following the instructions in this packet will not only 

provide guidance in the construction of your deck but 

will help you pass inspections.     

 

This packet does not take into account conditions 

which may affect your deck design such as drainage conditions, slope conditions, or decks supporting loads in 

excess of the standard uniform loads.  Depending upon your specific situation, you may need to hire a professional 

such as a contractor, architect, or structural engineer. 

 

You may include all, or part of these drawings with your building permit application for decks that are: 

  For one- and two- family dwellings 

  Single-span 

  All on one level 

  Not supporting a hot tub or spa 

  Not attached to house overhangs, bay windows, brick, stone or concrete block 

  Not more than 10 feet above ground 

  Not bearing on ground with a slope greater than 2 feet horizontal for every 1 foot vertical 

If you have additional questions regarding this packet, our staff is available to assist you.    
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Do I Need a Permit for My Deck? 

A building permit is required for all decks that are more than 30 inches above the ground at any point.     

Setbacks and Other Regulations? 

For information on setbacks (how close a deck is the property line) and other regulations that may apply to your 

deck project, check with our land use staff at 541-682-8336.  Even if a building permit is not required you still must 

meet zoning requirements. You will also want to make sure you are not building over a Public Utility Easement 

(PUE ). Our Public Works staff can assist you with locating PUEs on your property. They can be reached at 541-

682-8400. An additional consideration for your project is underground utilities. Always call Utility Locate number 

at 1-800-332-2344 at least 48 hour before you dig.    

What Do I Need to Apply? 

You may draw all your own plans and details without using this packet, or you can use the pre-approved details in 

this packet to supplement your plans.   

If you are using the drawings in this packet, your submittal should include the following: 

 Residential Permit Application 

 Site Plan – You will need to draw a site plan. Attached to this packet is an example for your use. The site 

plan must show the property lines, outlines of the house and proposed deck,  accessory buildings or 

structures (shed, pool, retaining wall, etc.) contour lines and distances between the  house/deck from the 

property lines. 

 Drawings included in packet  

 Manufacturer specifications for composite decking 

If you are drawing your own plans and details your submittal should include all of the above and the following: 

 Elevation plans 

 Foundation plan 

 Framing plan 

 Cross Section and details 

Plan Review 

There are three components to the review process: Land Use, Public Works Engineering, and Building. 

Land Use and Public Works Engineering will review the site plan to ensure that setbacks are met and that no 

construction takes place in easements. If you submit the drawings in this packet the building review will consist of 

confirming that the applicant understands the information and requirements outlined in this packet. If you have 

prepared the plans yourself the plans will be reviewed for code requirements of the Residential Structural Specialty 

Code.   
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Occasionally circumstances will require a revision to your plans. This can happen when information provided is 

inadequate, incorrect, or missing. Review time for supplemental information (SI) is billed at $95.92 per hour (1/2 

hour minimum). Please take the time before submitting the application for your permit to ensure the information is 

complete. Frequent triggers for SI include the following: 

 Deviations from the drawings  

 Field changes not reflected on the approved set of drawings 

 Setback intrusions 

The City of Eugene now has a Residential Express Permit (REP) program. This program allows you to apply for a 

deck permit, have your plans reviewed, and your permit issued while you wait. This service is available Tuesday 

and Thursday mornings from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  

Fees 

The building permit fee for the deck is based on the value of work. Value of work is determined by multiplying the 

square footage of the deck by the current adopted building valuation table for decks in the ICC Square Foot 

Construction Costs tables.   

Depending on your project and the site conditions, other fees that may be assessed include a land use review fee, 

public works review fee, and an erosion prevention fee.       

Inspections 

The homeowner or the homeowner’s agent is responsible for coordinating all inspections. Inspections are requested 

through an IVR (interactive voice response) system.  Attached to your approved plans will be your permit that will 

list the required inspections for your project. Typically a deck requires the following inspections: 

 Footing 

 Foundation 

 Framing 

 Final Building 

To schedule an inspection: 

 Call 541-682-5282 

 Enter your permit number 

 Enter the three digit inspection code for the type of inspection you are requesting 

 Enter a phone number where you be reached along with your name 

 

To be safe, remember to call before you dig, and have your underground utilities located. 

Oregon Utility Notification Center  

811 or 1-800-332-2344 
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General Construction Notes 

 

 

  

Concrete Footing The “Design Matrix” outlines the minimum footing size for column supports.  

Other requirements include the following: 

 Footings shall bear on undisturbed soil at a minimum of 12” below 

finished grade 

 Footings adjacent to the top of a retaining wall must be set back a 

distance equal to the height of the wall 

 

Lumber Heartwood cedar and heartwood redwood (as wells as other wood species 

outlined in ORSC R317) may substitute for pressure treated (PT) Otherwise, PT 

lumber must be used – including glulam beams (See Design Matrix). 

 

Walking Surface The deck surface must be made of 2X4’s or wider.  1 ¼ “ boards may be used 

and must be able to withstand a 300 pound point load at the mid-span. Each span 

must bear on a minimum of 2 joists, and board ends must bear on joists.  All 

boards must be attached with a minimum of two 10d nails or two #8 screws at 

each joint. 

 

Composite Decking Each manufacturer of composite decking has specific requirements including 

attaching joists and joist spacing.  In order to obtain a deck permit,  you will 

need to provide the manufacturer’s specifications. Referencing a website does 

not satisfy this requirement. 

 

Hot Tubs If you know that a hot tub or spa will be placed on the deck, then this packet 

cannot be used. You will need to submit drawings and additional documents 

including the capacity of the hot tub and a design that supports the weight. 

 

Freestanding Decks Decks that are free-standing do not utilize  the exterior wall of the existing house 

to support vertical or lateral loads.  Freestanding decks are less typical then one 

that is attached to the house and are not covered by this packet. 
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  D e s i g n  M a t r i x  
 
 
How to use it… The Design Matrix outlines the structural members to use – footings, 

columns, beams, and joists. 
 

 Locate the joist span and beam span that corresponds with the size of 
deck you wish to construct.  

 Find where the row and the column intersect. 

 This provides the specifications for the structural elements of the deck. 

 

Design Matrix… 

Lumber Sizes… 
Joist Span 

6' 8' 10' 

B
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m
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6' 

Joist 2x6 2x8 2x10 

Beam 4x8 4x8 4x8 

Column 4x4 4x4 4x4 

Footing 13x13 15x15 18x18 

8' 

Joist 2x6 2x8 2x10 

Beam 4x10 4x10 4x12 

Column 4x4 4x4 4x4 

Footing 18x18 18x18 20x20 

10' 

Joist 2x6 2x8 2x10 

Beam 4x12 6x12 5.125 x 10.5 GLB 

Column 4x4 6x6 6x6 

Footing 18x18 20x20 22x22 

12' 

Joist 2x6 2x8 2x10 

Beam 3.125 x 12 GLB 5.125 x 10.5 GLB 5.125 x 12 GLB 

Column 4x4 6x6 6x6 

Footing 20x20 22x22 24x24 

* All lumber is pressure treated (HF  #2).   

* Joists may be spaced on either 16" or 24" centers, and may cantilever 2'. 

* Beams may cantilever 2' each end.   

* Footings: 10" deep with #4 rebar at 12" on-center, 3" coverage minimum. 
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ALONG THE TOP 

AT ANY POINT 

guardrail requirements 
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